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•	Don’t	use	your	credit	card	to	make	everyday	purchases.	

•	Don’t	use	your	credit	card	to	buy	things	you	can’t	afford.	

•	Don’t	cancel	a	credit	card	without	knowing	how	your	credit	
	 score	will	be	impacted.	

•	Do	limit	the	number	of	credit	cards	you	have.	

•	Do	stay	within	30%	to	50%	of	your	credit	limit	to	maintain	
	 a	good	credit	score.	

•	Do	make	payments	on	time	to	avoid	late	fees	and	build	a	
	 strong	payment	history.	

•	Do	keep	a	list	of	your	credit	card	account	numbers	and	phone	
	 numbers	in	a	safe	place	in	case	a	card	is	lost	or	stolen.	

•	Do	request	FrEE	copies	of	your	credit	report	each	year	
	 at	www.AnnualCreditreport.com.	

Learn	more	about	using	credit	wisely,	managing	debt	and	ways	
to	improve	your	credit	score	at	www.IowaCollegeAid.gov.

YOur	MISSION: 
Don’t	flush	your	credit.	
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